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fyou watch how Paul Bruno and Giry Abeyta are abile
to quickly and confidently oftfer tips for people thinking about
home remodeling. you might surmise thar they work in the inte-
rior design or construction felds. The truth is, they are just pwo
businessmen who have gone chrough @ crash course in the school
of firsthand expericnce,

Orver the last seven vears, Bruno and Abeyra have remodeled
three houses on a small scales When they bought their current
place, it cried our for a major overhaul. They describe it as being
“stuck in'the 1980s." with features that incloded a sunken bar
and light peach-colored exterior stuceo, What they dreamed of
was transforming the dared residence into a timeless treasure.

In designing the remodel, architect David Dick addressed
what he saw as a glaring problem: The home had small windows
and lirtle opportunity for the owners, when they were indoors,
o fully enjoy the beautiful mountain on which their house sits.
“My first impression was that this house repeesented pportu-
nity lost,” Dick states. *Tt clearly was designed for another sice
and plopped onto this land.™

Iick and the homeowners brainstormed abogt adding larger
windows and glass doors that would engage them more inti-
mately with the mountain setring, They ralked about changing
the floor plan to open up small spaces. including the' narrow
kitchen.

“With most remodels, the people | work with are completely
out of their element,” remarks Dick. “Paul and Gary had o will-
ingness to join me in the design process, w0 we ook 4 modese
houte and created one that reflects their lifestyle”

The owners now hive sepirite home offices, a gym, and a
masrer bedroom closer so large that it occupies much of the
space that originally was the master bedroom,
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The twn prowdly remember how, at one pont, they drew os
wisdom gined from their previous remaodels. "We were able 1o
recagnize when we were over our headds with design decisions:
and we called in Bech MeGehee,™ explains Paul.

The interior designer describes her role as a “sounding hoard”
for their ideas, “Paul and Gary needed assistance with il
carpet, lighting and countertop marerials,” McCGehee recalle
“These guvs have good taste, so we focused on combining thess
ideas and staying with the original design intent.” She alss
helped purchase and design picces of furniture for the pair. The
result is 2 Contemporary-style home that is sleek yor has wans
rouches, such as hronze finishes and wood panels.

The homeowners say they leamed o thing or two during e
precess “Redlize it's going to take longer than you think, and da
not live in che house during renovation,” tutors Paul,

Yes,” (vary adds with a smile. “Don't convert vour hathrooms
into a kitchen by putting o microwave and coffec pot in there
And, don't settle on something you totally dislike. Hold off and
loak For something voo both agree to and appreciate.” 5

Above: Thonks to an oversized window, the hondsome home
office offers o view into the living room. Cther feotures includs
wadnut flooring, o wall of built-in shelves and cobinets, ond

a coffered box-beam ceiling. Opposite: Wood ponels warm
the ceiling and a wall of the dining reom, where a long table
ean seat 10, The branze top on the custom-designed buf-

fet provides a surfoce that is vlilized when the hemeowners
antertain. 4 finishing touch, “The linear crystal chandelier wos
a piece we foll in love with ol first sighl,” occording to intarior
designer Both McGehee. “The bling was just whot we noeded™










poge: A cory covered patio
tha family room boasts floaring
dded with fozsils of leaves and
Opposite: Pops of bright
age enliven the kitchen, where
aws provide mountain views. Tha
“topped L-shoped island wos
gnied 20 that the homeownars can
their friends gather oround with-

et impacting the circulation needed

tha chef to work. “Before the
I, it was @ small kitchen with a

y ksland,” recalls Paul Bruno.







S poge: A shiny |||_:|11{-1'|u|.1|.i paint
ssen for its aharp contrast to
¢ wenge wood-panaled wall
¢ bad In the moster bed
“The siriped wool carpet is con-
t with the Conlemporary design
roam while il providing the
rt Paul and Gary desired,” notes
ar designer Beth McGahpe. She
med the cabinet at the foot of
d ta conceal o TV thal rotates
legroes so it con be viewed from

¢ the bad or the lounge choirs

linen dropes hong esillng Lo

or, and a corner Hroploce adds
mblance, Oppasital In the moster
=throom, o double vanity flaéts on

wid mirrer and window wallithal
w3 0 peek ol the deserl Beyond
waring is limostone |










