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Southern Spain meets Paradise Valley at the new Montelucia Villas = By Beth Artman

Sc-::t-;daln desigrner Bath MeGehees,
principal of Studio B in Scottsdale,
dows mare than simply design homes
and thelr imteriors — she breathes fife
int- thelr residents’ dreants,

*This Is abgolutely my passion,’
Mchohos tays. ¥ get tremendous grat-
ification out of creating meaningful and
personal spaces for my cliants — plac
e they feel apart of, and homes that
biring tham jay and excitement when
e finigh them,”

MeGehea's 20 years of award-win-
fing copstruction elperience includis
alergthy list af accomplishmaents, fram
high-end eustem home and project
mansgement for Phoenix residential
builders to serving as vice president
of construction for larger developrnant
projects. Her current undertaking Is
aversesing tha interfor and exterior
design elements of the residential wilina
att the new InterCantingntal Mantelucia
Resort & Spa in Paradise Valloy,

In its-ontidety, Maontelicia — sched:
uled to open thig spring — willinglude &
luxury resart with 253 guest resme and
40 suites: a 31,000-square-foot, two-
level spa building: the alorementioned
34 detached, single-family villas rang-
ing fram 3,800 1o 4,700 square feat;
restaurarits and shopging; five poocl
and a state-of tha-art hesfth club:and
the only private wedding ch.\[‘.‘u:r| locut:
ed in an Arizona lesury resort.

Lefi pages Quintessential rustic dlogande, a villa it Montelocia hasa
stadrwell desioned with wrogphs fron and hasd-painted ol Mhoto
wouriesy of Dino Tonm Photography Ine,

Abewe: A kimg=size fireplace providesa welcoming focal pointin
pourttard areas, Mhoto conreesy ol Ding Tonn Photography Ing,
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"Not-only will this be a small community, but it will ke the
highest caliber of & community.” says Rick Carpinell, senior vice
president of development for Crown Realty & Development
Corp,, the project’s owner/daveloper, “What makes this cem
mimity unigui s that although there are other hotels that sell
some kind of residential product, our real differentiator is that
we cater o someana who wanis o live here on a full-time basis
It's a woanderful opportunity for someons who loves this area,
wanits teba active in the cammunity; and also wants the full ser-
vices and amenities of a luxury resort at thejr fingertips.”

Those amenities can include a dinner cooked by a private
chaf, an In-home mbssage or o private wine tasting hosted by
one of the resnrt’s sommatiors, Residents can anjoya “concierge
|I.“E5t', that will include assistarnce [n entertainment reserva-
ticne, tee tirnes, travel arrangements end even everyday arrands
such-as dry cleaning and car detailing, 1o mention a faw.

Debbie Gaby Is drawn to the resort perks and quality of lite
and s amang the frst residents to purchase a unitat Manteluela
She and her huiband bought a 4850-square-feat villa about
two years ago, ond they plan to sell their current larger house
in Paradise Vallay Because its sprawling lot and many water fea
tures make it high-maintenance. As president of Sleep America,
she travais often for work and finds the lock-and-leave, mainte-
nance-free living at Mantelucia highly appealing,

"They maintain everyimng for you | just felt it was a rare
appeartunity that comes cnoe:(n b [Hetime," Gaby says, "l also
lke the Fact theyve hosting weddings there. There's nothing
mae exciting than your wedding day. We'll be living in a com-
miunity whers the atripsphere will be positive and happy.”

White-glave sarvice aside, Vills owneres will have acessz'ta a
designated resort pool and lounge area, priority discounted spa

Latt pravgree, Lo vovilla's interine borrows enle s front the
aarch, Weow s, orgams and rusis dominate the design in thils
htdroom.: Fhoto dourtesy of Dino Tonn Photogoply e

Lt page; bortom The diming room's siEnateee brick ooiling
gives the space o cosy ambienoe, Phot courtesy of 13
Tonn Photography o

Right page: Thevillas beel cozy, despita thair sizeiblo rooms
st s the Kitchon shovn here. The snog vibe comes gartly
trom the ample use of wood and warm colors, Fhoto courtess
ol Dino Tonn Photagraphy




service and complimentary movement classas. This cancapt
af worry-free, luxurious living reguires a very tangible look of
clean, understated olegance,

Modeled aftar Old World-style Andalusian villages that
blerd simple Spanisk architecture with rich Morecean influ-
ences;, Montelucia will feature a balance of whitewashed walls
and warm-huad interiors marked by exquisite crattsmanship
and sharp attention to distinctive, eolorful details.

That'sawhere McGehee plays 2 starring rale, as she manages
design zpecifics and construction of the Villas at Montelucia

"Because our design intent was to give Maontalucta the fa-
vor of ‘an Andalusian village in Spain, we sélected matetials
that weuld srsure that intagrity," she says, "For axampla, we
incerporated touches of calor inta the clay resf ule bland.
Wsually in Adzona, we see browns, clays, reds and terra cotta
Here, we alza added gelds and greens for calor — the blend
of color was just as important as the installation.”

Priced from the low 52 millians, the Villas also feature hand-
farged custam iren work, hand-painted Spanizh ceramic tiles,
carved cantera store, and hand-troweled intagrally colored
stucco walls ameong their exterior alements.

“In the use of many materfals alone, this community is one
of the most unique products in Paradise Valley,” MeGehae
says, "Our objective was 1o create homes that were cohesive
with the resort, but to use subtly varying color palettes and
matarial finishes to distingtish the residential area.”

Mo twe willas will be alike, as one of McGehar's primary
responsibllities is to organize private sessions with owners 1o

customize detalls. Residents choose the patterns and colors
of the hand-painted tiles on their stairwells, the arrangemaent
of handifarged light fixtures antl the Iranwork an staircases,
Homeowrners even chooss the patterns on their 2dinch thick
wooden doors, which are hand-carved by alocal artisan so ne
two doors in the community will be alike,

Individualized landscaping alse s important, since homeown.
ars will be living in outdoor areas where there are poaols, foun
tains, fireplaces and spas that create a special sense of place.

"They're laeking fer that lifestyle of Being able 1o cpen up
their doors and extend their living areas from the inside to the
cutside," MeGehse says.

Adds Gaby: "This s aur grgam place o enjoy the rest o

our lives, We're downsizirng and really locking forward to sim
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Archvitect Backen Gilliun

Architcciaral design: Allen = Philip Architaces
Imerior design: Allon # Fhilllp Architects, Studio 5
Landscape design: E Groap

Proporey develgper Crown Rea liy & Development
Villa builder: Bowland Luxory Homes

MarelApril A Fleomt S Dt




